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Board of Directors Meeting		10/4/2017
[bookmark: _GoBack]MINUTES
LOWER REPUBLICAN NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT
Lower Republican NRD Meeting Room, 30 North John Street, Alma, NE 
September 14th, 2017 at 6:48 pm 

Board of Directors Meeting

A notice of the meeting was published in the local newspapers within the District and on the District Website at www.lrnrd.org.    

Vice Chairperson Bill Bose called the meeting of the Lower Republican NRD Board of Directors to order at 6:48 p.m.  Bill Bose noted that guests should sign the attendance roster and noted the location of a current copy of the statutes dealing with Open Meetings Act.

Directors present:  Clark Andrews, Dave Bartels, Bill Bose, Matt Harrison, Tim Kahrs, Roger Nelson, Nelson Trambly. 

Absent:  Terry Hoit, Marlin Murdoch, Toby tenBensel, Brad Wulf. 

Others present:  Jerry Kovarik, NRCS, Andy Raun, Hastings Tribune, Rob Hinrichs, Axtell, Larry Reynolds, Lexington, Chelsea Erickson, KS DWR.  Staff present:  Todd Siel, Scott Dicke and Shirlee Poyser.  

FY2018 Budget Hearing
The Lower Republican NRD FY2018 Budget Hearing was called to order by Vice Chairperson Bill Bose at 6:30 p.m.  The notice to this hearing was published in the District newspapers.  Highlights of the LRNRD FY2018 budget were presented.  A copy of the budget was available for review.  County Valuations were reviewed and the amount of property tax needed is $1,010,100, levy is 0.023945 cents per $100.  

Vice Chairperson Bill Bose adjourned the budget hearing at 6:40 p.m.

Groundwater Rules and Regulations Hearing
The Lower Republican NRD Groundwater Rules and Regulations Hearing was called to order by Vice Chairperson Bill Bose at 6:41 p.m.  The purposed of the hearing was to accept testimony on modifications and revisions to the LRNRD Groundwater Rules and Regulations (2018-2022) effective January 1, 2018.  Modifications were reviewed.  Todd Siel read the written testimony from the NE Department of Natural Resources (exhibit #9), there were no other testimonies. 

Vice Chairperson Bill Bose adjourned the hearing at 6:48 p.m.

LRNRD Board Meeting

Material E-Mailed out Prior to the Meeting & Handed out at the Meeting
1. Agenda 
2. LRNRD Board Meeting, Variance Minutes & Index of Decisions, 8/17 
3. LRNRD/RWP Treasurer’s Report, 8/17
4. NRCS Report
5. Manager
6. Assistant Manager’s Report
7. FY2018 LRNRD Budget Summary
8. WaterSmart Grant Resolution LR2017-8-14-01

Comments from the public:  None. 

	Motion #1 by Nelson Trambly seconded by Roger Nelson to approve the board minutes.  Motion carried.  7 Ayes, 0 Nays.  Absent 4. 

	Motion #2 by Tim Kahrs seconded by Matt Harrison to approve the LRNRD and RWP Treasurer’s Report as presented.  Motion carried.  7 Ayes, 0 Nays.  Absent 4.

Jerry Kovarik gave the NRCS report.  Jerry reported on the EQIP, RCPP and CStP.  A detailed copy of the NRCS report is in the minute book. 

Todd Siel presented his manager’s report.  Todd spoke about his first month as the new NRD manager and all the meetings he attended.  A few highlights were the Platte Republican Diversion Project, NCORPE and the NRD Manager’s meeting in Norfolk.  

Scott Dicke had nothing further to add to his written report.  Scott mentioned that the Jerry Schluntz case was appealed.  The NARD Annual Conference is September 25-26th in Kearney.  There are two legislative bills that will be introduced.  LBNRD is submitting a bill for the Rural Water Districts to be able to receive funding from the Nebraska Emergency Management Act and the TBNRD is requesting changing legislation for direct induced groundwater recharge through the canals.  

The LRNRD entered into an agreement with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation to execute provision of the WaterSMART small-scale water efficiency project grant program.  Management of the LRNRD reviewed and supports the application of the grant funds.

	Motion #3 by Nelson Trambly seconded by Matt Harrison to approve the WaterSMART Grant Resolution No. LR2017-08-14-01.  Motion carried.  7 Ayes, 0 Nays.  Absent 4.

Todd Siel presented the FY2018 1% restricted funds authority and budget for approval.

Motion #4 by Dave Bartels seconded by Roger Nelson to approve the 1% increase in Restricted Funds Authority.  Motion carried.  Ayes 6, Nays 1 - Bill Bose.  Absent 4.

FY2018 budget was present for approval.

	Motion #5 by Tim Kahrs seconded by Nelson Trambly to approve the FY2018 Budget.  Motion carried.  Ayes 7, Nays 0.  Absent 4.

The Groundwater Rules and Regulations modifications and revisions were submitted for final approval.

	Motion #6 by Tim Kahrs seconded by Nelson Trambly to approve the Groundwater Rules and Regulations for years 2018-2022.  Motion carried.  Ayes 6, Nays 1, Bill Bose.  Absent 4.

NCORPE Update:  Todd, Scott, and Tim Kahrs attended the August NCORPE meeting where they had a large public forum meeting.  Discussion from the local community was received, as well as from the State Senator who provided input to NCORPE.  Other discussion was held on the north pipeline construction, along with land trade and sale.  A memo from HDR on the wind proposals regarding their response from developers who didn’t submit proposals and why.  

Other business:  None.  

Motion #7 by Clark Andrews seconded by Nelson Trambly to move that the Board go into Executive session at 7:32 p.m. to discuss contractual negotiations with Robin Hinrichs and Larry Reynolds also present.  Motion carried.  Chairman admonished the board that this is the only subject that can be discussed in closed session.  Motion carried.  Ayes 7, Nays 0.  Absent 4.

	Motion #8 by Nelson Trambly seconded by Roger Nelson to move that the Board come out of Executive Session at 8:47 p.m. and declare that no actions of the board, official or unofficial, were taken during said Closed Session.  Motion carried.  Ayes 7, Nays 0.  Absent 4.

	Motion #9 by Matt Harrison seconded by Roger Nelson to appoint General Manger Todd Siel as Platte Republican Diversion voting member.  Motion carried.  Ayes 7, Nays 0.  Absent 4.

Motion #10 by Nelson Trambly seconded by Tim Kahrs to form an Ad Hoc Right of Way Acquisition Committee for the Platte Republican Diversion project: Clark Andrews, Matt Harrison, and Marlin Murdoch, Bill Bose alternate.  Motion carried.  Ayes 7, Nays 0.  Absent 4.

The next regularly scheduled board meeting will be October 12, 2017 at 7 p.m.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:53 pm.  
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